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favourable to the cattle: they were infected with
an epidemic disorder,, which killed them in vast
numbers,, and rendered the greater part of what
remained of little service. The scarcity of grain
was such, that the lower class of followers were
reduced to the necessity of subsisting chiefly on
the putrid flesh of the dead bullocks, and, to add
to this scene of distress, the small pox unfortu-
nately raged in the camp.

"The public store of rice being nearly ex-
hausted, and the loss which had taken place from
the negligence or embezzlement of the bullock-
drivers on the march having decreased the ori-
ginal stock in a most alarming degree, it became
necessary to issue to the troops the greater part
of what remained, as the only means of securing
it for their subsistence. The fighting men were
thus provided, at the rate of half their usual
allowance, with a quantity sufficient to support
them till the army might by easy marches reach
Bangalore., the followers depending chiefly on the
casual supply, which, by taking a new tract, would
be found in the adjacent countries. The distress
of the officers was still more severe than that of
the soldiers; for having given part of their private
carriage (cattle and carts) to the public depart-
ments, to assist in transporting shot and stores
from Bangalore for the siege of the capital, and
disappointed in the supplies they expected from
the Bombay army, they were now in want of